Medicare Part D
The Medicare program began offering prescription drug coverage beginning January 1, 2006.  This new benefit is known as Medicare “Part D.”  To prepare for Medicare Part D, there is important information you must know now.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?

Anyone who receives health care coverage through the Medicare program is eligible for prescription drug coverage under Part D.

Part D is a voluntary benefit.  You may choose not to sign up for Medicare’s prescription drug coverage.  You should know that if you choose not to sign up for Medicare Part D, an amount may be added to your premium if you sign up after our initial enrollment period (enrollment for most individuals ended May 15, 2006).

WHO WILL PROVIDE COVERAGE?

Drug coverage through Medicare Part D will be offered by private drug plans approved by the federal government.

· Most private plans are operated by insurance companies or Health Maintenance Organizations (HMOs).

· You will receive information about the prescription drug plans for your area in October of each year .

WHAT DRUGS WILL PART D COVER ?

There will be a choice of Medicare drug plans in your area.  Your drug coverage will depend on which plan you choose.  The plans and their list of covered drugs will be available in October OF EACH YEAR.

· The government does not require every plan to offer the same drugs.  Each plan can design its own list of covered drugs (formulary).

· Medicare drug plans have been required to include those types of drugs commonly prescribed to elderly and disabled Medicare beneficiaries; however, not all drugs will be covered.

WHAT WILL PRESCRIPTIONS COST ?

Each drug plan can set its own prices.  Your prescription costs under Part D will depend on the plan you choose, the type of medicine you need, and your income level.

· Many Medicare beneficiaries will have to pay a monthly premium, a deductible and other out-of-pocket costs.
· Medicare beneficiaries with low income and few assets may receive “extra help” with the out-of-pocket costs.

· Medicare beneficiaries who have Medicaid coverage may also be eligible for assistance with their out-of-pocket costs.

HELP IS AVAILABLE !
Counselors are available to help you with the Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit.

The Wisconsin Benefit Specialist Program………
Provides benefits counseling services to Wisconsin residents age 60 and older without charge and no matter their income level.  To contact your Benefit Specialist, call the Manitowoc County Aging & Disability Resource Center at 920-683-4180.  You will need an appointment.

The Information & Assistance Program………..
Helps Medicare beneficiaries with Medicare Part D

and other prescription drug coverage. The Information & Assistance Specialist can explain your options for drug coverage.  To contact an Information & Assistance Specialist, call the Manitowoc County Aging & Disability Resource Center at 920-683-4180.  You will need an appointment to allow apple time to research your options.

The Prescription Drug Helpline………
Helps Medicare beneficiaries with Medicare Part D and other prescription drug coverage.  The Helpline can explain your drug coverage options, including costs, covered drugs and application procedures.  Call toll free: 1-866-456-8211 (weekdays).

The Wisconsin Coalition of Advocacy………
Helps Medicare beneficiaries who receive disability from Social Security with their Medicare Part D benefits.  Call toll free: 1-800-926-4862 (weekdays).

Medigap Helpline………
Assists individuals with concerns about health insurance options, including Medicare supplements, Medicare Advantage plans, long-term care insurance and group/employer health plans.  Call toll free: 1-800-242-1060 (weekdays).

Medicare Integrity Project………
Helps protect Medicare from error, fraud, waste and abuse.  Please report suspicious ads or calls offering free Medicare benefits, or services that charge fees to help with enrollment.  Anything that sounds too good to be true…usually is.  Call toll free: 1-800-488-2596.

www.WisMedRx.org 

What if I have other drug coverage ?
In the past, many Medicare beneficiaries have used prescription drug coverage from employer-based retiree benefits, Wisconsin SeniorCare, Medicaid, or Medicare supplemental (Medigap) insurance.  If you have drug coverage through one of these programs, you will receive information explaining your benefit options in Fall of each year.

· Group health/retiree plans must notify beneficiaries of changes in their current prescription drug coverage.

· After January 1, 2006, Medicaid will no longer cover prescription drugs for Medicare beneficiaries who receive Medicaid.  
However, beneficiaries who currently receive prescription drug coverage under the Medicaid program will be automatically enrolled in a Medicare prescription drug plan. 
These individuals can switch their Medicare    plan at any time.
· Individuals who apply, and are found eligible, for “extra help” may select their Medicare drug plan; however, if they do not make a selection, the federal government will automatically enroll the beneficiary in a plan.  Individuals with current drug coverage may want to learn how Medicare plans suit their drug coverage needs before applying for “extra help”.
If you need assistance in selecting the best option for you, please call our office and schedule an appointment with our Benefit Specialist, 
Kim Jaquart or an Information & Assistance Specialist.  They will be able to assist you.

You will need to bring the following with you:

· List of present medications from your pharmacy (this is important, as many medications have prefixes and suffixes – we also need the exact dosage and directions).

· Income information (tax return or Homestead form from the previous year).

· It is helpful if you know what you are currently spending on medications and how much medication you are receiving at one time (one month, two months, three months, etc…
DO NOT GIVE OUT INFORMATION OVER THE PHONE REGARDING YOUR INCOME OR IMPORTANT NUMBERS (SOCIAL SECURITY – MEDICARE, etc…)  unless you know exactly who is requesting the information.  Insurance agents should not need this information when discussing the coverage they are offering, nor should you be providing this information unless you are meeting face to face with an agent.  You may want to compare plans before making a decision.  You are able to do this via the internet at the following website:   www.medicare.gov    You will need all of the above information regarding your medications.  We are able to do this at our office, however, you must schedule and appointment to allow us ample time to assist you.
To contact the Benefit Specialist by E-mail:
kimjacquart@co.manitowoc.wi.us
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